The comments below from the past and present leaders (in various capacities) of WETICE reflect their personal experiences and observations. Some have commented on how they got involved with the conference in the very early stages of their academic careers; others reflected on how the topics addressed by WETICE have evolved. These comments also show how WETICE focused on cutting edge topics and followed them through as they morphed.
Above all, the unique structure of WETICE's independently-managed tracks fused into a conference provided opportunities for young researchers to become leaders in managing a first-rate international conference. This theme continues even today.
Comments from the WETICE Leaders
The Ethos of WETICE… From the outset, WETICE was conceived as an event, where like-minded researchers meet in a small group setting to share ideas, strike friendships, establish professional connections, discuss opportunities for exchanging students, and spend sabbaticals in each other's laboratories. All this and more have been realized. With the enthusiastic participation of young academics, who literally "grew-up" with WETICEGiacomo Cabri, Nikolay Mehandjiev, Gabriele Kotsis, Andrea D'Ambrogio, Robert Tolksdorf, Samir Tata and Walid Gaaloul to name a few, this ethos of WETICE continues even today as it was envisioned twenty five years ago. In 1998, I was a Postdoc at the Department of Informatics, University of Vienna, and we were preparing an application for a large research project in the field of cooperative environments. Together with my colleague, Alois Ferscha, we were attending the WETICE conference in 1998 to establish contacts with key people in the field. Unfortunately, the project proposal was not successful, but getting in contact with the WETICE community was highly rewarding! Not only did my own research benefit a lot from many fruitful discussions at this and following WETICE conferences, it was also the beginning of a long-lasting cooperation. After a couple of years of organizing WETICE workshops (including Gustaf Neumann, Giacomo Cabri, or Franco Zambonelli as coorganizers) and the completion of my habilitation project, I received a full professor position at the University of Linz, Austria, in 2002 and thought it would be a great idea to invite the WETICE community for the first time to Europe. So I decided to propose to host WETICE 2003 in Linz. Receiving great support and encouragement from Sumitra Reddy, we actually received a go signal for this plan and had a quite successful conference in Linz from June 9-11, 2003 with a thematic focus on collaboration in distributed, mobile and pervasive computing environments. In 2004, I was invited to join WETICE steering committee and happily accepted. Since then, I am continuously enjoying to see very good proposals for new workshops within WETICE. It is a highly active and dynamic community and WETICE is the main conference for many of us. I do see it as my duty to continue spreading the word about WETICE and encouraging my PhD students working in the field to submit papers to WETICE. I consider WETICE as an excellent platform for getting in contact with excellent colleagues in the field of collaborative technologies. I wish the conference many more successful years! -Gabriele Kotsis, General Chair 2003, Linz, Austria. For hundreds of years, people have been taught that distance is a big impediment to revenue, productivity, and profits. For the first time in history, we now have rigorous analysis of examples where geographically distributed teams have outperformed co-located teams. This innovation of using sequential shifts for knowledge-based disciplines has profound implications, and has been made possible thru research and refinement of collaboration technologies. The successive WETICE events have played a praiseworthy role in this innovation, and I am proud to have been associated with several of these events, especially the one held at the MIT. I sincerely thank the originators of WETICE, and wish the best for the WETICE community. -Amar Gupta, Organizer 2001, MIT, USA.
I had the pleasure to be involved in the organization of annual workshop called Enterprise Security. The workshop covered a wide range of some of the very important technical as well as organizational and managerial topics, for example, Public Key Infrastructure (PKI), Access Control, Standards, Certificate Infrastructure, Security policies, Protocols, and Firewalls. Issues such as the role of governments, staff education, and electronic business models were brought up. Active participation of industry representatives in both the presentations and the panel discussions gave the workshop a very colorful dimension. As a WETICE participant, I found it specifically very fruitful to have a common session with the participation of and reports from all of the workshops.-Nahid Shahmehri, General Chair 2004, Linköping University, Sweden. I recall that the proceedings of the Second WETICE workshop in April 20-22, 1993 at Morgantown, WV, were divided into various sections: Enterprise Integration, Process Re-engineering and Coordination, Collocation Technology, and Information Sharing. These were useful axes along which to think of the problems of Collaborative Enterprises, and to investigate how far information technology could assist the goal of such enterprises. In the ensuing 25 years much has been achieved. Ideas distilled from the research lab in those days have evolved into general and widely available software on multiple platforms; for example, Skype for virtual conferencing and collocation. In other cases, the underlying ideas of enterprise integration have evolved into commonly used software in a domain of engineering or finance, proprietary perhaps and customized for the purpose. At bottom is the requirement of Coordination for effective, rapid, and fault-free operation across enterprises, or at the very least among the fiefdoms of a single far-flung enterprise. If this problem has defied solution, the reason must be the lack of organizational readiness to adopt collaboration as the fundamental ethos of working. It is the absence of a social underpinning, rather than the lack of technology, that xv is to be blamed. The proliferation of computing devices, their miniaturization, and the advances in high-speed telecommunications and artificial intelligence will not by themselves advance the goals of a truly collaborative enterprise, we have learned. I end by proposing that these technologies, however, have great potential to reduce global warming and urban pollution in large measure by decoupling work from travel, office from commuting, and business from touring. WETICE-Celebrating 25 Years -I am honored and delighted to be associated with WETICE over all these 25 years!! WETICE has been the premier conference on Enabling Technologies for Collaborative Enterprises. I was involved with WETICE in its formative years when I was at Concurrent Engineering Research Center (CERC) at West Virginia University and participated in the early design and development of collaborative tools and technologies. This conference attracted the best researchers in numerous research fields and it was always International by design. The impact of these technologies has improved productivity by orders of magnitude and has contributed significantly to the world economy. I believe the future will be in secure collaboration of enterprises in environments where the adversaries lurk. hosted a set of workshops focused on emerging collaborative technologies (e.g., grid, mobile, peer-topeer and agent-based computing) in various application domains (e.g., pervasive environments, process-aware information systems, enterprise application integration, security), as well as five keynotes that contributed to give a significant outlook about important topics such as the use of social protocols as a relevant support for social/collaborative software design and the relationships between technological and cognitive aspects in the context of cognitive processing and collaborative intelligence. The 23rd edition of WETICE was held in Parma on June 23-25, 2014. It was characterized by several animated discussions in all the 14 tracks around which the program of the event was structured. The two invited talks were also characterized by vivid involvement of the audience with active discussions that lasted long after the talks. Cyber-physical systems xvi and IoT (Internet-of-Things) were important keywords shared by many tracks, and the issues related to sustainability and green computing first appeared as relevant topics. The aspects of sustainability and green computing are likely to gain significant interest in the near future because the requirements of IT infrastructures-large clouds and countrywide serviceand the envisioned size of IoT-enabled services are going to impact significantly on the overall energy demands of the planet. The AROSA track is now celebrating its sixth year with always a high attraction and different associated special issues organized in different international journals. We hope that WETICE will come back to Tunisia offering hence an opening for African research community to actively participate. Dynamic reconfiguration models support the formal design, simulation, implementation, and end-to-end adaptive management of dynamic software architectures and coordinated collaborative interaction protocols. Applications include Dynamic Manufacturing Networks (DMN) for enhanced collaboration in networked extended enterprises and other collaborative management applications. The Future of DMN includes the design and development of advanced service-oriented infrastructures that provide the underlying resource abstraction, discovery and management by extended web technologies and semantic descriptions and knowledge models for cyber-physical societies and organizations. -Khalil Drira, Program Chair 2012, Toulouse, France. In recent years, I had the honor to be the general and program chair of several editions of WETICE. For me, the appeal of WETICE has always been its open view on ICT, considering also societal implications. The series of workshops, now conferences, are not only about scientific advancement on information technology, but also about its relation to people, society, and specific sectors. For instance, I once organized a connected workshop on the use of Web services, when they were an emerging technology, and smart homes. The focus was not only on the interoperability and coordination achieved via Web services, but also on interfacing with people and supporting them in their daily needs. WETICE is a unique venue where such interdisciplinary and visionary themes can be fruitfully presented and discussed. -Marco Aiello, General Chair 2009, Groningen, The Netherlands. I had a chance to join the big and great WETICE since 2011, first as the Program Chair of CPS track, member of the organizing committee and the program committees of other tracks, and finally, I have the honor to chair the program committee of this exceptional edition. Particularly, thanks to the Processes and Services for Cyber Physical Society (CPS) track of which I was the co-founder and cochaired its program committee in many editions. WETICE has promoted visionary research interests which in last two years gave birth to the active hot topic of Factory 4.0 or the Factory of the Future. what it is interesting in WETICE is the fact that it is not too narrow to be focused on only one topic and it is not too large to be interested in any topic in computer science. It is well balanced between fundamental research and industrial concerns. Its organization into tracks makes it possible to keep core topics on technologies for collaboration while being able to integrate (even for a few years) new topics related to collaboration. This makes WETICE a rare flexible and open conference, and a perfect place for debating ideas not just for presenting results. Debates occurring during the keynotes by Fabio Casati in 2007 on process mashups or by Rao Mikkilineni on new computing models in 2011 are very good examples. Samir Tata, General Chair 2007, Paris, France. 
